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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ended  Deoemher  31st,  1957 


Public  Health  Department, 
Brightwell  Gardens, 
East  Street, 

Farnham,  Suirey. 

June,  1958. 

To;  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Famham. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year 

1957. 


There  have  been  no  spectacular  occurrences  during 
the  year  but  the  work  of  the  department  has  proceeded 
smoothly  and  I think  satisfactorily. 

The  amount  of  infectious  disease  in  the  district 
has  been  small,  vdth  the  exception  of  the  expected  bi -yearly 
epidemic  of  measles.  I have  again  included  some  graphs 
illustrating  the  increasing  control  over  scarlet  fever  and 
whooping  cough,  the  failure  in  the  case  of  measles  and  the 
diminishing  incidence  and  death  rate  in  tuberculosis. 

1957  was  the  first  full  year  since  wo  undertook 
the  duty  of  administering  the  sections  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  relating  to  adulteration  of  food  and  drugs  previously 
carried  out  by  the  County  Council.  Samples  have  all  proved 
up  to  standard  and  so  far  it  has  not  boon  nocossaiy  to  take 
any  legal  action. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  area  is 
relatively  small  and  it  has  boon  possible  for  every  carcase 
to  bo  examined. 

The  outstanding  problem  is  the  drainage  scheme  of 
the  town  aad  Bourne  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  well 
under  way  by  the  time  I issue  my  next  annual  report. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  record  the  willing  help 
I have  received  during  the  year  from  the  staff  of  my  department 
and  other  officials  of  the  Council. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


F.  BEDO  HOBBS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


The  area  of  the  Urban  District  of  Famham  remains 
unchanged  at  9,039  acres. 

The  Registrar- Gene ral^s  estimate  of  the  population 
for  1957  is  25,130. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  March, 
1957,  was  7,716.  There  were  also  254  shops  and  other  business 
premises  with  dv^rellings,  giving  a total  of  7,970.  The  number 
of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  at  the  end  of  1957  was 
1,451. 


The  rateable  value  in  1957  was  £419,563  and  the  sum 
produced  by  a penny  rate  was  £1,730. 


Live  Births  (legitimate) 

Live  Births  (illegitimate) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

Still  Births  (legitimate) 

Still  Births  (illegitimate) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births 


Total  IL 

316  169  147 

9 2 7 

12.9 

2 11 

10  1 
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Deaths 

Death  Rato  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 v/ooks 

Rato  per  1,000  live  births 


403  804  197 

16.03 

12  4 8 

36.9 

8 3 5 

24.6 


The  birth  rate  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  Famham  since 
1934,  while  the  death  rate  is  the  same  as  last  year. 


While  the  birth  rate  has  been  fairly  steady  in  the 
last  ten  years,  the  death  rate  has  been  increasing,  as  shown  by 
the  following  figures 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1948 

14.84 

11.06 

1949 

15.79 

13.7 

1950 

14.78 

12.79 

1951 

13.8 

13.4 

1952 

13.3 

13.1 

1953 

13.7 

15.8 

1954 

13.9 

15.04 

1955 

13.6 

16.2 

1956 

13.7 

'16.03 

1957 

12.9 

16.03 

The  death  rate  for  infants  under  1 year  has  ^own  a 
considerable  increase  this  year,  not  having  been  over  30  per 
1,000  live  births  since  1947,  but  it  is  unwise  to  lay  too  much 
stress  on  this  in  view  of  the  small  number  of  figures. 
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There  have  been  no  maternal  deaths  for  the  past 
three  years. 

The  classified  causes  of  death  are  as  follows 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles  

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 


Stomach 
Lung , Bronchus 
Breast  . . . 

Uterus  ... 


Other  Ivialignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

Diabetes  

Vascular  Lesions  of  Norvous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ... 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease  

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

Influenza  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Other  Disease  of  Respiratoiy  S^/stem 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Hyperplasis  of  Prostate  

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations  

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

iVbtor  Vehicle  Accidents  

All  Other  Accidents  

Suicide  

Homicide  and  Operations  of  Vv'ar  ... 


M.  E. 

1 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

7 1 

8 0 

0 7 

0 2 

20  19 

0 0 

0 1 

32  49. 

26  11 

2 7 

30  40 

12  10 

5 2 

9 8 

15  9 

0 0 

4 0 

0 0 

2 2 

3 0 

0 0 

0 0 

21  24 

3 0 

3 4 

1 1 

0 0 


Total 


. . . 204  197 


Over  54^  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  diseases  of  the 
arteries  and  heart;  in  other  words,  a wearing  out  process  of 
the  vital  organs,  which  one  expects  in  an  ageing  population. 
Nearly  16^  were  due  to  cancer  and  the  number  of  deaths  from 
cancer  of  the  lung  was  8,  being  the  lowest  figure  since  1952. 
12^  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  re^iratorj^  system.  There  was 
one  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  none  from  any  other 
infectious  disease,  if  one  excludes  influenza.  Accidents 
accounted  for  2.45^  of  the  deaths. 


GMERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


CLINICS  MD  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

The  following  is  a list  of  clinics  and  troatrrBnt 

centres  :- 

Maternity  and  Child  V/olfaro  Centres 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays,  2-4  p,m. 

The  Institute,  Rowlodgo  - 1st  and  3rd  Mondays,  2-4  p*m. 
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Maternity  and  Child  V/elfare  Centres  (Cont») 

The  Village  Hall,  V/recolesham  - End  and  4th  Mondays, 
2-4  p.m. 

The  Scouts*  Hall,  Grravel  Hill,  Lower  Boume  - 1st  and 
3rd  V/ednesdays,  E-4  p.m. 

The  Institute,  Hale  - Fridays,  E-4  p.m. 

The  Scouts’  Hut,  Badsliot  Lea  - End  and  4th  Wednesdays, 
E-4  p,m. 

The  Village  Hall,  Weyboume  - 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays, 

E-4  p.m. 

School  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - 1st,  3rd  and 
5th  Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  - 12  noon. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 


Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - V/ednesdays, 

1,30  - 3.30  p.m. 

Chest  Clinic 


Northfield  Hospital,  Redan  Road,  Aldershot  - V/ednesdays, 

9.30  a.m.  and  E.30  p.m.  and  1st  Friday  in  month, 

10.30  a,m.  - 12.30  p.m.  (A.P,  Clinic  - Fridays,  E,30  p.m.) 

Dental  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - Monday  to  Friday, 

9.30  a.m,  - 12.30  p.m.,  and  1,30  - 5 p.m. 

Speech  Training  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham  - Mondays, 

9,30^  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - End  and  4th 
Fridays,  9,30  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 

Physiotherapy  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - Thursdays, 

9 a,m.  - IE  noon. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnhon  - Every  Monday, 

10  a.m. 

Cleansing;  Centre 

Brightv/ell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - when  required. 
AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  Ambulance  Service,  organised  by  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade,  has  continued  its  valuable  work  during  1957. 
The  high  standard  of  service  and  the  spirit  v/ith  which  the  work 
is  done  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the 
service  is  of  a voluntary  nature. 

Superintendent  Crawte  is  ably  supported  by  Miss  W. 

Ariss  in  charge  of  the  Nursing  Division,  Mr.  G.  Barfield  in 
charge  of  the  Ambulance  Cadet  Division  and  Mrs.  I.  Harfield  in 
charge  of  the  Nursing  Cadet  Division.  A 100^  pass  was  obtained 
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at  the  annual  re-exanination  and  the  County  Commissioners 
report  on  the  Division's  work  concluded  with  the  words,  ”A 
first  class  Division". 

Efficiency  is  an  excellent  trait  but  in  the  Famham 
Division  it  is  allied  to  a kind  and  friendly  attitude  on  the 
part  of  the  personnel,  to  which  many  tributes  have  been  paid 
during  the  year. 

Appended  is  a.  table,  showing  the  numbers  and  class  of 
case  dealt  with  during  the  year 


Type  of  Case 

Ho . of 
Cases. 

Mloago 

Accidents 

234 

1,238 

Smorgoncy  Illness 

67 

298 

False  Alarms 

89 

331 

Maternity 

97 

747 

Hospital  Transport 

1,710 

20,780 

Outpatients 

3,962 

42,269 

Infectious  Diseases 

87 

1,290 

Transport  from  one  private 
address  to  another 

18 

443 

Helping  patients  in  homo 

16 

38 

Private  Cases 

39 

2,247 

Total 

6,319 

69,681 

HOSPITAL  CAR  SEWlOE 

This  sciwico  is  also  orgojiised  by  the  St.  John  iimbulanco 
Brigade.  S67  journeys  have  been  made  carrying  355  patients  a 
distance  of  4,565  miles,  and  thanks  are  duo  to  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  ha.ve  been  most  helpful  and  co-operative  in  mnning 
this  service, 

VOLUNTABY  SERVICES 


Famham  is  fortunate  in  its  voluntary  services  and 
I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  hov/  much  the 
residents  owe  to  the  men  and  women,  mostly  v/omon,  v/ho  give  up 
their  time  in  such  a variety  of  \wiys  to  help  others. 

Some  indication  of  the  services  provided  can  be  seen 
from  the  follov/ing  account  of  work  done  last  year  by  certain 
orgeinisations,  but  if  I do  not  mention  all  the  services  provided 
it  is  not  because  their  work  is  forgotten  or  not  appreciated. 

A list  of  all  voluntary  services  will  be  found  in  the  handbook 
entitled,  "The  Health  and  Helpful  Services  of  Famham". 

Darby  & Joan  Clubs 

There  are  six  clubs  in  the  Famham  Urban  District  with 
a total  membership  of  390.  Four  of  the  clubs  meet  every 
fortnight  but  two  can  only  meet  once  a month  owing  to  the  cost 
of  the  hall. 

Gk)  stray  Club 

This  is  a luncheon  club  for  the  over  60*  s and  has  a 
membership  of  205.  It  moots  in  the  hut  in  Costroy  Meadow  on 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays  and  is  open  from  11  a.m.  to  5 p.m. 

Membership  of  tho  club  costs  l/-,  lunch  l/3d,  tea  6d.  A chiropody 
service  and  a lending  library  are  available.  Tho  latter  is  free 
and  tho  charge  for  chiropody  is  3./-  for  two  foot  (subsidised  by 
tho  club) . 
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Meals-On-Wheels 


The  meals  are  cooked  at  the  Gostrey  Club  and  taken 
round  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  The  cost  is  l/3d  for  those 
over  70  and  l/6d  for  those  under  70.  During  1957,  8,166 
meals  were  distributed,  entirely  in  private  cars. 

Night  Attendance  Scheme 

Reliable  women  are  provided  to  sit  up  with  old 
people  or  patients  not  requiring  the  services  of  a trained 
nurse,  to  allow  the  family  to  have  a good  night’s  rest. 

The  service  was  only  started  in  November  and  five  patients 
were  helped  between  then  and  December  31st, 

Hospital  Canteen 


This  is  staffed  by  the  W.V.S.,  in  conjunction  with 
other  organisations  and  is  much  approcaitod  by  out-patients, 
visitors,  ambulance  personnel,  etc. 

Baby  Sitting 

This  has  proved  to  bo  a most  popular  service . 

A charge  is  made  but  is  kept  as  lov;  as  possible  so  that  it 
shall  not  bo  beyond  the  moans  of  young  people. 

One  in  Five 


In  response  to  a Government  request,  the  W.V.S., 
have  taken  on  the  job  of  informing  v/omon  of  the  simple 
precautions  they  can  take  to  protect  themselves  and  their 
families  in  the  event  of  nuclear  warfare. 

The  Goodf ollowship  Club  for  dis:"ublod  people  and 
The  Forgot-mo-not  Club  for  the  elderly  both  had  very  success- 
ful years  and  brought  a lot  of  pleasure  to  their  members. 

The  Trolley  Shop  and  Basket  service  at  the  local  hospitals 
and  Pinelands  Nursing  Home  fulfills  a real  need  and  is  much 
appreciated,  as  is  the  Mobile  Library. 

Home  Visiting 

Ivlany  elderly  people  are  lonely  and  require  assist- 
ance in  carrying  out  the  ordinary  activities  of  life.  Members 
of  the  W.V.S. , and  Rod  Cross  Society  have  been  most  helpful  in 
visiting  people  in  their  own  homos  and  in  the  Homos  for  the 
Aged,  and  are  of  considerable  assistance  to  the  V/olfaro 
Officer  and  Group  Almoner  in  making  reports  whore  necessary. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICB 

The  Homo  Help  Service  in  Famham  continues  to 
provide  assistance  to  urgent  cases  of  acute  illness,  maternity, 
and  as  much  help  as  possible  to  the  agod  and  infirm. 

There  are  88  helps  employed  continuously  and  the 
standard  of  work  is  very  high.  They  attend  on  an  average  50 
cases  each  week. 

During  1957,  80  maternity  cases  wore  attended  and 
each  received  44  hours  service  for  two  weeks.  85  nov;  general 
cases  received  the  nocossaiy  help. 

On  9th  November,  1957,  kirs.  Adams  was  selected  to 
attond  a special  course  at  V/imblodon  for  one  week,  in  order 
that  she  could  help  any  **Problom  Familos”  in  the  Famham  area 
in  the  future.  The  purpose  of  this  now  service  is  to  help 
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tho  parents  to  , 

1.  Raiso  tho  standard  of  living  of  thoir  f.amilios, 

2.  Improve  tho  welfare  of  their  children. 

3.  Keep  tho  families  together  and  prevent  thoir 

hroalcing  up. 

FAMIIY  FLAMING  ASSOCIATION 

The  Family  Planning  Association  has  now  completed 
its  first  yearns  work. 

The  clinic  is  held  in  the  Out  Patients  Department 
at  Famham  Hospital  on  the  2nd  and  4th  V/ednesdays  in  each 
month  from  6,30  to  7.30  p.m, , and  during  tho  year  there  were 
190' attendances. 

It  was  originally  formed  to  assist  neighbouring 
branches  whoso  clinics  wore  overworked  but  it  has  boon  shown 
that  there  is  a strong  local  demand  for  tho  clinic’s  services, 
in  spite  of  tho  fact  that  there  has  boon  no  publicity.  It  is 
anticipated  that  tho  numbers  attending  are  likely  to  increase 
in  tho  future. 

ACCOMiODATION  FOR  TIlS  ELDERLY 


There  is  a great  shortage  of  accommodation  for  the 
elderly,  particularly 

1.  Those  who  are  not  ill  but  who  are  unable  to 

look  after  themselves  eind  their  homos 
adequately,  and 

2.  Those  who  are  in  need  of  nursing  care  and 

attention  but  need. not  occupy  a hospital  bed, 

90%  of  tho  oasGs  are  women. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  V/olfaro  Oommitteo  will  soon  bo 
able  to  do  something  to  alleviate  this  problem. 
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PREVALMCE  OF  MD  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  MD 
OTHER  DISEASES 


Tho  following  table  shows  the  numbor  of  infectious 
diseases,  in  age  groups,  notified  during  1957 
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SCARLET  FEVER 


Only  five  cases  v/oro  notified,  tho  smallest  number 
since  records  have  boon  kept.  This  disease,  which  used  to  bo 
a serious  one  owing  to  complications  affecting  tho  heart,  kidneys 
and  oars,  is  now  of  little  significance  and  is  easily  controlled 
with  penicillin  and  sulphonamidos. 

ERISIPELAS 


Caused,  like  scarlet  fever,  by  the  streptococcus,  this 
disease  appears  to  be  diminishing  in  numbers  and  severity.  Only 
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two  cases  were  reported  during  the  year 
IJySMTEHT 


This  disease  is  tending  to  becone  nore  prevalent 
in  this  country  but,  fortunately,  only  three  cases  were 
reported  in  Farnhaii  during  the  year. 

POUOD^iySLITIS 

Tivo  cases  were  reported,  one  aged  80  and  the  other 
42.  Both  of  these  were  paralytic  cases  who  made  good 
recoveries.  The  disease  in  each  case  was  contracted  outside 
the  district. 


Por  some  years  we  have  had  an  outbreak  of  measles 
every  other  year  and,  as  expected,  wo  got  it  again  in  1957. 

325  cases  wore  notified;  only  four  of  these  required  hospital 
treatment  and,  as  far  as  I know,  there  wore  no  serious 
complications. 

^^OOPING  GOUGH 

Eighteen  cases  were  notified.  The  number  continues 
to  bo  small  (see  chart)  and,  I feel,  reflects  to  some  extent 
the  influence  of  prophylactic  imm\.ini sation. 

limTISATTON  AGAINST  DIPETIiERIA  AN~D  V/HOOPING  COUGH 

Piiero  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
boosting  doses  given  during  the  year,  as  all  the  schools  v/ere 
visited  in  turn  but  the  number  of  primary  immunisations 
dropped  to  276.  The  figures  for  diphtheria  imraunisation 
during  1957  are  as  follows 


Age  Group 

Pfinnry 

Boosting 

Under  5 

241 

2 

5-14 

35 

508 

Total 

276 

510 

and  the  position  with  regard  to  the  state  of  immunisation  on 
December  31st,  1957,  is  as  follows 


. Age  Group 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

Number  of  children  v/ho 
completed  course 
between  1953  and  1957 

41 

1,004 

1,098 

1,222 

3,365 

Number  of  children  who 
completed  course 
between  1943  and  1952 

- 

- 

445 

582 

1,027 

Estimated  mid-year 
child  population 

152 

1,352 

3,667 

5,171 

Immunity  Index 

26.97 

74.26 

63.27 

65.07 

It  v;ill  be  seen  that  the  immunity  index  for  the  age 
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group  under  1 is  only  26.97.  It  appears  that  parents  are, 
however,  getting  their  children  iinniuni  sod,  although  somewhat 
later  in  life  than  rocomnendod,  as  the  index  for  the  under 
5 ago  group  is  74.26  and  for  the  5 to  15  ago  group  it  is 
63.27. 


Those  latter  figures  show  -an  inprovonont  on 
previous  years  hut  leave  no  grounds  for  complacency,  and  oveiy 
effort  will  ho  made  to  got  more  children  protected. 

The  fact  tha.t  there  have  boon  no  cases  of  diphtheria 
in  FamhaEi  since  1943  is  perhaps  inclined  to  cause  parents  not 
to  bother,  hut  it  is  still  possible  for  an  outbreak  to  occur 
with  disastrous  results. 

The  numbers  immunised  against  whooping  cough  during 
1957  wore  as  follows 


Age  Group 

Primary 

Boosting 

Under  5 

234 

10 

5-14 

2 

131 

Total 

236 

141 

VAGCINATIQN"  AGrIWST  SimLPOX 

The  number  of  vaccinations  against  smallpox  carried 
out  during  1957  was 


Age  Group 

Vaccinated 

Re-vaccinated 

Under  1 

144 

0 

1 year 

110 

0 

2-4 

8 

5 

5-14 

8 

29 

15  & over 

14 

96 

Ibtal 

284 

130 

During  the  year  there  were  325  live  births  but  only 
144  babies  under  1 year  of  age  were  vaccinated,  i.e.,  44,3^. 

An  increasing  proportion  of  the  population  is 
becoming  unvaccinated  which,  with  the  ever  present  risk  of  an 
outbreak  of  smallpox,  is  giving  rise  to  anxiety  by  all  Medical 
Officers  of  Health. 

FOOD  POISOHINO 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the 

year. 

YmEBEkL  DISEASE 

Enquiry  at  local  clinics  showed  that  three  cases  of 
gonorrhoea,  two  male  and  one  fearale,  from  this  area  had  attended 
for  treatment  but  there  were  no  cases  of  syphilis. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  oases 
of  tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  that  disease  during  1957 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratoiy 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

85  - 35 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55-65 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over  65 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

5 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  continue  to  decrease  steadily 
and  there  has  also  been  a considerable  change  in  the  age 
distribution  of  deaths  from  pulmonaiy  tuberculosis.  Before 
World  V/ar  II  the  majority  of  victims  were  women  between  the  age 
of  20  and  30  and  men  between  40  and  55.  Nowadays,  deaths  are 
most  numerous  among  people  past  60,  men  and  women  alike. 

In  Eamham,  once  again  the  nimiber  of  now  cases  notified 
has  decreased  and  there  was  only  one  death  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  a man  aged  49. 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IjmSPSCTOR»S  REPORT  FOR  195  7 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  classified  table  is  submitted  of  (a) 
the  nature  and  nuoiber  of  inspections  made  during  the  year; 

(b)  the  total  number  of  notices  served;  (c)  the  result  of 
the  service  of  such  notices 

(a)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year 


Houses  inspected  \mder  Public  Health  Acts 

• • • 

126 

Re-visits  paid  to  above 

houses 

... 

t • • 

• • • 

188 

i-buses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 

• • • 

• • • 

257 

Re-visits  paid  to  above 

houses 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

171 

Water  Supply  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

Verminous  Premises  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Drainage  

• • • 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

377 

Piggeries  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

Moveable  ’Dwellings 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

94 

Factories  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

133 

Bakehouses  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

25 

Refuse  Di  sposal 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

Rats  and  IjUgq  (By  Public  Health  Inspectors) 

• • • 

321 

Smoke  Abatement 

• • » 

• • • 

# • • 

• • • 

6 

Schools  • • . ...  • • . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

Shops  Inspected  under  the  Shops 

Act, 

1950 

• • t 

12 

Pet  Shops  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

24 

Slaughterhouses 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

109 

Butchers  

• • • 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

148 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

• • • 

« • • 

• • • 

17 

G-rocers 

• • • 

• • • 

• • « 

• • • 

190 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

• • • 

» • « 

• • • 

11 

Dairies  and  IVuLlk  Distributors 

• • • 

• • « 

• • • 

47 

Ice-cream  Promises  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

50 

Food  Preparing  Promises 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

29 

ilarkot  Stalls 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

13 

Restaurants  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

63 

Licensod  Promises  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

t • • 

• • • 

1 

Mobile  Canteens  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • « 

1 

Street  Vendors 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• » • 

1 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

75 

Milk  Sampling 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

■ • • 

169 

Ico-croam  Sampling  ... 

« • « 

• • • 

• * • 

• t • 

39 

ivliscollaneous  ...  ... 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

278 

(b)  Total  Number  of  Notices  Served 

38 

(c)  Rosults  of  Notices 

(l)  Preliminary  Notices  - 

(a)  Complied  with  .•< 

(b)  Vifork  not  commenced 

Total 


37 
1 

38 


(2)  Statutory  Notices  - 

No  Statutory  Notices  wore  served  during  1957. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  19  preliminary  notices  and 
one  Statutory  Notice  not  complied  with  at  the  end  of  1956  wore 
complied  with  during  1957. 
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HOUSING 


The  most  notable  development  regarding  housing 
was  the  introduction  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957.  This  Act  set 
out  a new  procedure  for  increasing  rents  of  properties  having 
a rateable  value  of  £30  and  below,  and  also  a new  procedure 
for  the  issuing  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  in  cases  whore 
the  tenants  and  owners  could  not  come  to  an  agreement  over 
items  of  disrepair.  The  number  of  applications  for  these 
Certificates  has  been  loss  than  anticipated.  In  many  cases, 
this  appears  to  bo  duo  to  tenants  not  taking  full  advantage 
of  tlio  provisions  of  the  Act. 

It  is  early  to  o^dge  to  what  extent  tbis  legislation 
will  havo  on  maintaining  the  older  properties  in  a reasonable 
state  of  repair,  but  v/hore  rents  are  increased  one  mil  feel 
more  justified  in  making  full  use  of  the  powers  laid  down  in 
the  Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Acts  with  regard  to  the 
remedying  of  existing  defects. 

The  table  gives  details  of  the  applications  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  received  by  the  end  of  the  year 


Applications 

Rocoivod 

Undortakings  Given 
by  Landlord 

Cortificatos 

Issued 

17 

5 

IS 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

During  the  year  seven  houses  were  demolihsed,  two 
undertakings  not  to  re-let  were  received  and  one  unfit  house 
was  re- conditioned, 

Qvercrov/ding 

No  case  of  statutory  overcrowding  was  found. 


SHOPS 


No  serious  contravention  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950, was 
found  but  in  a few  cases  attention  was  drawn  to  the  display  of 
the  necessary  notices. 

FACTO Ry  IMSPECTTQN 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  administration 
of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937,  and  1948,  duilng  the  year 


Promises 

No . on 
Register 

Inspections 

V/ritten 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories 
(Non-tiochanical ) 

9 

13 

0 

0 

Factories 

(Mechanical) 

110 

119 

1 

0 

Other  Premises 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Total 

120 

133 

1 

0 

14 


Number  of  oases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Pound 

Remedi ed 

Referred 
to  H,  M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.  M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 

^ Insufficient 
Sanitary 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Conveni ences 

■Unsuitable 

Sanitary 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Conveniences 

Total 

S 

2 

0 

1 

0 

There  was  one  outworker  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearin, 
apparel  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

The  department  is  responsible  for  administering  the 
sections  of  the  1937  Act  relating  to  the  issue  of  Certificates  as 
to  the  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  The  following 
Certificates  were  issued  during  1957  and,  in  each  case,  a plan  of 
the  lay-out  of  the  premises  was  prepared 

New  Certificates  ...  3, 

Anended  Certificates  ...  4 

To  ta 1'  •••  •••  ...  7 


PjBT  ilNIMALS  ACT.  1951 


Two  licences  were  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Act.  Both  shops  only  deal  in  goldfish  and  birds. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARf  AND  POST  MORTB/I  ROOM 

During  1957,  38  bodies  were  received  into  the  mortuary 
and  36  post  mortem  examinations  carried  out. 

RODMT  CONTROL 

One  full  time  rodent  operative  is  employed  and  he 
continues  to  do  much  valuable  work  in  the  destruction  of  rats 
and  mice. 


In  the  main,  rat  infestations  have  boon  found  in 
gardens  and  agricultural  holdings. 

The  free  service  to  dwollinghousos  continues  and  a 
number  of  annual  and  immodiato  contracts  were  made  in  respect 
of  business  premises,  hospitals  and  schools. 

Inspection  and  control  work  at  the  Council’s  refuse 
tip  is  carried  out  regularly  and  frequent  visits  are  made  to  the 
sewage  disposal  works  and  pumping  station. 

Test  baiting  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  in  April 
and  Jiay  and  the  improved  method  of  test  baiting  incorporating 
paranitrophenol  in  the  test  bait  was  used.  Infestation  was 
found  in  one  area  and  this  area  was  treated,  A subsequent 
test  baiting  showed  no  further  signs  of  infestation. 


15 


MOVEABLE  D^VmiNQS 


There  are  no  large  caravan  sites  in  the  district. 

Close  attention  is  paid  to  the  conditions  under 
which  moveable  dv/ellings  are  sited. 

New  Licences  issued  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  Section  269  ...  8 

Licences  renewed  under  the  Public  Health 

Act,  1936,  Section  269  27 


Total  35 


SAiaTARI  CIRCbl^STANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Water  is  supplied  by  the  V/ey  Valley  Water  Company. 
Samples  submitted  for  chemical  examination  quarterly  and 
bacteriological  examination  weekly  continued  to  be  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  MW  DISPOSAL 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor.  A weekly  collection  is  carried  out  throughout 
the  district  and  controlled  tipping  has  continued  at  the 
sandpit  in  Vfeydon  Lane. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

No  mao or  sewerage  scheme  was  carried  out  during 
1957.  Repairs  and  improvements  were  carried  out  to  the 
Guildford  Road  sewage  disposal  works. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  inspection  of  food  shops  and  food  prearing 
premises  is  still  one  of  the  most  important  duties.  No  major 
legislative  changes  were  made  during  the  year  but  a considerable 
amount  of  good  work  was  achieved  by  persaial  contact  with  both 
employers  and  employees  in  the  food  trade. 

One  notable  feature  is  the  increased  use  that  is 
being  made  of  refrigeration  and  the  number  of  shops  retailing 
frozen  foods  is  on  the  increase. 

There  is  still  a lot  to  bo  achieved  in  the  prorection 
of  foodstuffs  and  recent  legislation  has  boon  proved  to  bo 
disappointing  in  dealing  v/ith  this,  but  it  is  hoped  that  in 
addition  to  persuasive  methods  public  opinion  will  play  its 
part  to  achieve  the  desired  effect. 

ICE-CREAM 


The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  ice-cream 
obtained  during  the  year  continued  to  be  satisfactory  and  are 
as  follov/s  :- 


Grade  I ...  36 
Grade  II  ...  2 
Grade  III  ...  1 
Grade  IV  ...  0 


16 


There  is  no  ice-oream  manufactured  in  the  district 
hut  the  number  of  ^ops  retailing  this  commodity  is  still  on 
the  increase. 

MILK  SUPPLY 


The  follomng  table  shov/s  the  number  of  licences 
granted  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  the  ihlk 
(Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949-53 


De  signation 

Dealer’s 

Supplementary 

Pasteurised 

IS 

S 

Tuberculin  Tested 

7 

1 

Sterilised 

11 

1 

Total 

30 

4 

The  only  raw  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  a small  quantity 
of  faim  bottled  tuberculin  tested  milk,  A few  of  the  retail 
shops  sell  sterilised  riiilk  but,  in  the  main,  pasteurised  milk  is 
retailed. 


There  is  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district,  from 
which  weekly  samples  are  taken. 

165  saraples  of  milk  wore  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratoiy  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Guildford. 

A summary  of  results  is  shown  in  the  following  table 


Designation 

No,  of 
Samples 

Phosphatase  Tost 

Methylene  Blue 
Test 

Turbidity  Tost 

Tested 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

95 

95 

0 

90 

5-?- 

- 

- 

Sterilised 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

0 

Tuberculin 

S^ 

Tested 

Pasteurised 

59 

59 

0 

57 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Farm  Bottled 

3 

3 

0 

*4  Tests  void. 


‘Both  Tests  void. 


Four  sots  of  bottle  rinses  wore  taken,  all  proving 
sati sfactoiy. 


There  is  one  dairy  registered  in  the  district  under  the 
Mlk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-54, 

INSPECTION  OF  IvIEAT  MD  OTHER  FOODS 


' Four  private  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  but  only 
two  were  used  regularly  and  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
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showed  a deoroaso  compared  with  the  nambor  slaughtered  in 
the  previous  year. 

Most  of  the  animals  wore  purchased  in  the  local  cattle 

market. 

The  following  tablo  shows  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtorod  and  inspected 


o o 
Q H P 
Q P c+ 
^ Pi  c+ 

P O 
0^ 

Cows 

o 

& 

Q 

M 

t'  CQ 

o'  Pi  o 

W “p 

Pigs 

4 

CQ 

Q 

CQ 

Number  killed 

SO 

0 

37 

305 

419 

0 

Number  inspected 

SO 

0 

37 

305 

419 

0 

All  diseases  oxcont 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Tuberculosis  & Cystic orci 

Wliolo  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  v/ith 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticorci 

1 

0 

0 

3 

S9 

0 

5.0 

0 

S.7 

0.98 

7,16 

0 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condeimied 

Carcases  of  lAhich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  nimiber 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosi  s 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.71 

0 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Foods  inspected  and  found  unsound  during  the  year 

wore 


Commodity 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Q,rs. 

Lbs. 

Canned  Fruit 

13 

3 

14i 

Canned  Meat 

8 

3 

32| 

Carried  forward 

1 

S 

3 

9 

18 


Coimiodity 

Tons 

Cwts, 

Qrs. 

Lbs, 

Brought  forward 

1 

2 

3 

Canned  Vegetables 

3 

3 

6 

Canned  Tomator  Puree 

2 

3 

20 

English  Beef 

2 

- 

12 

Pork 

1 

1 

4 

Imported  Beef 

2 

24 

Dried  Emit 

2 

24 

Pigs  Kidney 

2 

0 

Marmalade  and  Jam 

1 

24i 

Bacon 

1 

21 

Pigs  Offal 

1 

21 

Pigs  Heads  (4) 

1 

13 

Calf  Carcase 

1 

12 

Sheeps  Carcase 

1 

2 

Canned  Pish 

1 

Wet  Fish 

1 

Bullocks  Liver 

12 

Canned  Tomatoes 

iii 

Imported  Pigs  Kidney 

11- 

Sheeps  Offal 

8 

Sausages 

Pigs  Liver 

Canned  Sausages 

6 

Chocolate  Drops 

4 

Horseradish  Relish 

Spaghetti 

1 

Coffee 

Total 

1 

18 

1 

10 



246  dozen  Eggs 
211  tins  Milk 
55  tins  Soup 
9 jars  Cream 
5 Meat  Pies 
3 tins  Creamed  Sago 
2 tubes  Tomato  Puree 
1 tin  Chocolate 
1 tin  Cream 
1 jar  Salad  Cream 

In  the  main,  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  by  burial 
at  the  Council's  controlled  refuse  tip;  every  effort  being 
made  to  ensure  that  it  is  adequately  covered.  Any  largo 
quantity  of  condemned  moat  is  disposed  of  to  a largo  reputable 
contractor  for  manufacture  into  fertiliser, 

SLAUCHTER  OF  MIMALS  ACTS,  1955  & 1954 

Ton  slaughtermen’s  licences  wore  issued  during  1957, 
ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD 

hir,  D,  D,  1/bir,  M.Sc,,  E.R.I.C,,  continued  to  act  as 
Public  Analyst  to  this  authority. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  results 
of  the  total  number  of  samples  taken  by  your  Inspectors  during 
the  year 
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Adulterated 

Analysed 

or 

Irregular 

Articles 

1-3 

o 

R) 

o 

O 

ct* 

o 

H) 

O 

V-/ 

g 

P 

H 

i 

U 

c+ 

P 

H 

P 

& 

H 

P 

H 

Food 

Milk 

47 

E 

49 

Cake  Mixture 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Batter  Mixture 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Sponge  IViixture 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Custard  Powder 

« 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Orange  Squash 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ice-cream 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Lemonade  Powder 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Vinegar 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

' 

Butter 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Table  Jolly 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Jam 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Tomato  Ketchup 

Orange  Drink  (Suncap) 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

“ 

— 

Whi  sky 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Mnt  in  Vinegar 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Olivo  Oil 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ground  Almonds 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Ground  iMutmog 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Whole  Rico 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Gelatine 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Dressed  Crab 

- 

1 

1 

~ ; 

- 

Salad  Cream 

Herrings  in  Tomato 

*• 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sauce 

- 

1 

1 

- ‘ 

- 

IvSixed  Fruit 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Drugs 

Aspirin  Tablets 

- 

S 

E 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

53 

EE 

1 

75 

- 

- 

- 

The  average  composition  of  the  49  samples  of  milk 
v;as  fat  4.04^,  solids  not  fat  8.79?^.  Of  this  number,  31  were 
ordinary  milk  having  an  average  composition  of  3.74^  fat  and 
8.71^  solids  not  fat;  the  remaining  18  samples  were  Channel 
Island  milk,  having  an  a.varage  composition  of  4.55^  fat  and 
8.955^  solids  not  fat. 
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APPMIgX  - Chart  1 SCARLET  FEVER 
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Chart  2 
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WHOOPING  COUGH 
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Chart  4 


